lowing Sketch, And am, 


Power more than Human.» 
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Vitam excolucre per Artes. 
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| Monday, September 28. 1713. 


Mr. IRONSIDE, 


- Have been a long time in Expe@ation of 

g@ fomething from you on the Subje& of 
Speech and Letters: 1 believe the World 
might be as agreeably entertain’d, on that 


Subje&, as with any thing that ever came into the: 


Lion’s Mouth, For this End I fend you the fol- 


Yours, 


-Philogram. 


© Upon taking. a View of the fevefal Species of 
© living Creatures our* Earth is ftocked with, we 
* may eafily obferve, that the Jower Orders of 
them, fuch as :nfe@s and Fifhes, are wholly 
© without a Power of making known _ their 
¢ Wants and Calamities: Others, which are con- 
¢ verfant with Man, have fome few ways of ex- 
© preffing the Pleafure and Pain they undergo by 
* certain Sounds and Geftures; but Man has arti- 
© culate Sounds whereby to make known his in- 
¢ ward Sentiments and Affe&tions, tho™his Organs 
© of Speech are no other than what he has in com- 
¢ mon with many other lefs perfe@ Animals. But 
¢ the ufe of Letters, as fiynificative of thefe Sounds, 
© is fuch an additional Improvement to them, that 
‘ | know not whether we ought not to attribute 
‘the Invention, of them.to the Affiftance of a 


¢ There is this great Difficulty which could not 
¢ but attend the firft Invention of Letters, to wit, 
¢ That all the World muft confpire in affixing 
* fteadily the fame Signs to their Sounds, which 
* affixing was at firft as arbitrary as poffible ; 


‘ siege more Connexion between the 
(Price Two Pence.) 


‘ Letters, and the Sounds they are expreffive of, 
‘than there is between thofe Sounds and the 
¢ 'deas of the Mind they immediate!y ftatid. for: 


Notwithftanding which Difficulty, and the 
¢ Variety of Languages, the Powers of the Let-. 


¢ ters in each are very nearly the fame, being in all 
Places about Twenty Four. | 


© Bat be the Difficulty of the Irivention as great'as 


the Advantage it-has above the Method of con- 
—— our Thoughts by Words or Sounds, bee 
caule this way we are confined to narrow Limits 


fion to correfpond with a Friend-at a djfance,; or 
adelice, upon a particular Occafion, to take the Opi- 
nion of an Honeft Gentleman, who has been dead 
this thoufand Years. Both which Defeéts are fup- 


means we materialize our Ideas, and make them 
as lafting as the Ink and Paper, their Vehicles. This 
making our Thoughts by rz vilible to the Eye, 


Far, is next to the adding a fiath Senfe, as it is a 
Sapply in cafe of the Defe& of one of the five 
Nature gave us, namely Hearing, by miaking the 
Voice become vifible. 


Have any of any School of Painters, gotten them. 
* felves an Immortal Name, by drawing, a Face, or 
* Painting a Landskip, by laying down gh piece of 
* Canvas a Reprefentation only. of what Nature had 
* given them Originals? What Applaufeg. will hie 
* merit, who firft made his Ideas fet 10 tis Pencil, 
* and drew to his Eye the Pi@ure of his Mind! 
* Painting reprefents the outward Man, or thé Shell ; 
* but can’e reach the Inhabitant within, or the very 
* Organ by which the inhabitant is revealed: This 


Art may reach to reprefent aFace, but paine 


it will, the Ufe of it is manifeft, particularly in | 


of Place and Time; whereas we may have occa- | 


plied by the Noble Invention of Letters; by this . 


which Nature: had made intelligible only by the | 
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